
Theories of the Welfare State 
 
 
22.10.2003 
Introduction 
 
 

 
I. The Golden Age of the Welfare State 

 
29.10.2003 
 Harold L Wilensky, The Welfare State as a Research Problem, in: Harold L 
Wilensky, The Welfare State and Equality. Structural and Ideological Roots of Public 
Expenditures, Berkeley: University California Press (1975):1-49. 
 
John D Stephens, Labour Organisation and the Welfare State: a Cross-national 
Analysis and  Labour Organisation and the Welfare State: a Comparative Historical 
Analysis, in:  John D Stephens, The Transition From Capitalism to Socialism, New 
Jersey: Humanities Press INC (1980):89-176. 
 
05.11.2003  
Theda Skocpol, “Political Response to Capitalist Crisis: Neo-Marxist Theories of the 
State and the Case of the New Deal, Politics and Society, Vol. 10, No. 2 (1980):155-
201. 
 
Ann Shola Orloff und Theda Skocpol, "Why not Equal Protection? Explaining the 
Politics of Public Social Spending in Britain, 1900-1911, and the United States, 
1880s-1920", American Sociological Review 49 (1984):726-750. 
 
 
12.11.2003  
Gøsta Esping-Andersen, The Three Worlds of Welfare Capitalism, 
Cambridge/Oxford: Polity Press (1990): Part I (9-138) and Conclusion (221-229). 
 
 
19.11.2003  
Ellen M Immergut, The Rules of the Game: The Logic of Health Policy-Making in 
France, Switzerland and Sweden, in: S. Steinmo, K. Thelen and F. Longstreth, 
Structuring Politics: Historical Institutionalism in Comparative Analysis, Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press (1992): 57-89. 
 
Bo Rothstein, Labor-Market Institutions and Working-Class Strength, in: S. Steinmo, 
K. Thelen and F. Longstreth, Structuring Politics: Historical Institutionalism in 
Comparative Analysis. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press (1992): 33-56. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



II. Welfare State Retrenchment 
 
26.11.2003  
Paul Pierson, "The New Politics of the Welfare State", World Politics 48 (1996):143-
179. 
 
Paul Pierson, "Irresistible Forces, Immovable Objects: Post-Industrial Welfare States 
Confront Permanent Austerity", Journal of European Public Policy 5 (1998):539-560. 
 
 
03.12.2003  
Jens Alber, Selectivity, Universalism, and the Politics of Welfare Retrenchment in 
Germany and the United States, 92nd Annual Meeting of the American Political 
Science Association, San Francisco (1996). 
 
Richard Clayton und Jonas Pontusson, "Welfare-State Retrenchment Revisited: 
Entitlement Cuts, Public Sector Restructuring, and Inegalitarian Trends in Advanced 
Capitalist Societies", World Politics 51 (1998):67-98. 
 
 
10.12.2003  
Christoffer Green-Pedersen, "Minority Governments and Party Politics: The Political 
and Institutional Background to the "Danish Miracle"", Department of Political 
Science: University of Aarhus (2001). 
 
Christoffer Green-Pedersen, "Welfare-State Retrenchment in Denmark and the 
Netherlands, 1982-1998. The Role of Party Competition and Party Consensus", 
Comparative Political Studies 34 (2001):963-985. 
 
 
17.12.2003 
Herbert Kitschelt, Partisan Competition and Welfare State Retrenchment: When Do 
Politicians Choose Unpopular Policies?, in: P. Pierson, The New Politics of the 
Welfare State, New York: Oxford University Press (2001): 265-302. 
 
Evelyne Huber und John D Stephens, Welfare State and Production Regimes in the 
Era of Retrenchment, in: P. Pierson, The New Politics of the Welfare State, New 
York: Oxford University Press (2001): 107-145. 
 
 
07.01.2004 
Giuliano Bonoli, Political Institutions, Veto Points, and the Process of Welfare State 
Adaptation, in: P. Pierson, The New Politics of the Welfare State, New York: Oxford 
University Press (2001): 238-264. 
 
Duane Swank, Political Institutions and Welfare State Restructuring: The Impact of 
Institutions on Social Policy Change in Developed Democracies, in: P. Pierson, The 
New Politics of the Welfare State, New York: Oxford University Press (2001): 197-
237. 
 
 



III. Welfare State Reform 
 
 
14.01.2004 
Martin Rhodes, Restructuring the British Welfare State: Between Domestic 
Constraints and Global Imperatives, in: F. W. Scharpf and V. A. Schmidt, Welfare 
and Work in the Open Economy: Diverse Responses to Common Challenges, New 
York: Oxford University Press (2000): 19-68. 
 
Herman Schwartz, Internationalization and Two Liberal Welfare States: Australia and 
New Zealand, in: ibidem: 69-130. 
 
21.01.2004 
Philip Manow und Eric Seils, Adjusting Badly: The German Welfare State, Structural 
Change, and the Open Economy, in: F. W. Scharpf and V. A. Schmidt, Welfare and 
Work in the Open Economy: Diverse Responses to Common Challenges, New York: 
Oxford University Press (2000): 264-307. 
 
Mats Benner und Torben Bundgaard Vad, Sweden and Denmark: Defending the 
Welfare State, in: ibidem: 399-466. 
 
 
28.01.2004 
Fritz W Scharpf, Economic Changes, Vulnerabilities, and Institutional Capabilities, in: 
F. W. Scharpf and V. A. Schmidt, Welfare and Work in the Open Economy: From 
Vulnerability to Competitiveness, New York: Oxford University Press (2000): 21-124. 
 
Vivien A Schmidt, Values and Discourse in the Politics of Adjustment, in: ibidem: 229-
309. 
 
04.02.2004 
Gøsta Esping-Andersen, Towards The Good Society, Once Again?, in: G. Esping-
Andersen, Why We Need a New Welfare State, New York: Oxford University Press 
(2002): 1-26. 
Gøsta Esping-Andersen, A Child Centred Welfare Social Investment Strategy, in: 
ibidem: 27-68.                                                                                                                                      
Gøsta Esping-Andersen, A New Gender Contract, in: ibidem: 69-95 
 
11.02.2004 
Duncan Gallie, The Quality of Working Life in Welfare Strategy, in: ibidem: 96-129. 
 
John Myles, A New Social Contract for the Elderly, in: ibidem: 130-172. 
 
A.-C. Hemerijck, The Self-Transformation of the European Social Model(s), in: 
ibidem: 173-213. 
 
18.02.2004 
Final Discussion 


