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Academic Positions

04/2020 - Research & Teaching Fellow, Humboldt University Berlin, Chair
of Comparative Politics, Department of Social Sciences, Chair: Prof.
Thomas Meyer

02/2016 - 03/2020 Research Fellow, WZB Berlin Social Science Center, Research Unit
“Democracy and Democratization”, Director: Prof. Dr. Wolfgang
Merkel

09/2018 - 12/2018 Visiting Researcher, University of Essex, Department of Government,
Host: Prof. Lawrence Ezrow

08/2011 - 01/2016 Research Assistant, WZB Berlin Social Science Center, Research
Unit “Democracy and Democratization”

Dissertation

03/2020 Humboldt University Berlin & Berlin Graduate School of So-
cial Sciences (BGSS)

Title Disturbing the Mainstream

Determinants and Consequences of Radical Challenger Party Success in
Western Europe – A Supply-Side Perspective

Grade summa cum laude
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Projects

01/2019 - 03/2020 Member: Manifesto Research on Political Representation
(MARPOR), Project Leader: Prof. Dr. Bernhard Weßels

02/2016 - Administrator: Database Elections, Parties, and Governments
Dataset on parties, elections and governments in 81 countries

10/2016 - 03/2018 Member: Demokratiemonitor
Project Leaders: Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Merkel and Dr. Robert Vehrkamp

Education

10/2012 - 01/2016 Master of Arts, Social Sciences
Humboldt University Berlin (Grade: 1.0)

06/2013 - 12/2013 Visiting Student
New School University (New School for Social Research), New
York

10/2008 - 09/2012 Bachelor of Arts, History and Social Sciences
Humboldt University Berlin (Grade: 1.2)

01/2011 - 06/2011 Visting Student
Centro de Investigación y Docencia Económicas (CIDE),
Mexico-City

08/2010 - 06/2011 Visiting Student
Universidad Autónoma de México (UNAM), Mexico-City

07/2007 German High School Degree, Max-Reinhardt-Gymnasium, Berlin

Publications

Articles - Peer Review

2019 Appearing Moderate or Radical? Radical Left Party Success and the
Two-Dimensional Political Space. West European Politics. Online First:
https://doi.org/10.1080/01402382.2019.1672019.

2019 Shifting Welfare Policy Positions: The Impact of Radi-
cal Right Populist Party Success Beyond Migration Poli-
tics (with Heiko Giebler). Representation. Online First:
https://doi.org/10.1080/00344893.2019.1661871

2019 Becoming Part of the Gang? Established and Nonestablished Populist
Parties and the Role of External Efficacy (with Aiko Wagner). Party
Politics. Online First: DOI: https://doi.org/10.1177/1354068819839210

2018 The Causal Effect of Radical Right Success on Mainstream Parties’
Policy Positions: A Regression Discontinuity Approach (with Tarik
Abou-Chadi). British Journal of Political Science. Online First. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007123418000029

2018 Women’s Participation in Peace Negotiations and the Durability of Peace
(with Jana Krause and Piia Bränfors). International Interactions, 44 (6),
985-1016; DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/03050629.2018.1492386

2017 Attraktion und Repulsion: AnhängerInnen rechts- und linkspopulis-
tischer Parteien im europäischen Vergleich (with Aiko Wagner and
Marcus Spittler). Leviathan. Special Issue 18, 106-137; DOI:
https://doi.org/10.5771/9783845287843-105
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Chapters in Edited Volumes

2018 Crisis of Democracy? Views of Experts and Citizens (with Wolfgang
Merkel). In Democracy and Crisis. Challenges in Turbulent Times, eds.
Wolfgang Merkel and Sascha Kneip. Cham: Springer, 31-47.
German version: 2015. Wiesbaden: Springer VS, 45-65.

2018 Maintaining a Reproducible Database on Political Parties, Elections,
and Governments (with Dag Tanneberg). In The Practice of Repro-
ducible Research: Case Studies and Lessons from the Data-Intensive
Sciences, ed. Justin Kitzes/Daniel Turek/Fatma Deniz. [Online Ver-
sion]. http://www.practicereproducibleresearch.org.

Under Review

Do Accommodative Strategies Pay Off? Radical Right Success, Main-
stream Party Shifts and Voters’ Reactions (with Tarik Abou-Chadi and
Denis Cohen).

Taking Electoral Competition Where it Belongs: Comparing Vote-Based
Measures of Electoral Competition (with Aiko Wagner).

Competition between radical right and mainstream right parties (with
Tarik Abou-Chadi). Chapter in volume edited by Tim Bale and
Cristóbal Rovira Kaltwasser.

Declining Turnout and Increasing Party Responsiveness (with Lawrence
Ezrow).

Work in Progress

When do Political Parties Respond to their Fringe Voters? Conference
Paper.

Does Right-wing Terrorism Cause Public Support for Radical Right Par-
ties? Evidence From Germany 2013-2017 (with Miku Matsunaga). First
Draft.

Subjektive und objektive Deprivation als Erklärungsfaktoren für geringe
Legitimitätswahrnemungen von Parteien, Parlament und Regierung in
Deutschland. Chapter in edited volume by Sascha Kneip, Wolfgang
Merkel and Bernhard Weßels. First Draft.

Do parties respond to polls or past election results? Data Collection.

Teaching

Winter 2017 Introduction to Comparative Politics and International Relations (BA
Level), Humboldt University Berlin.

Winter 2019 Introduction to Comparative Politics and International Relations (BA
Level), Humboldt University Berlin.
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Grants, Fellowships, and Prizes

11/2018 Prize, Friends of the WZB Award for the article “The Causal Ef-
fect of Radical Right Success on Mainstream Parties’ Policy Positions:
A Regression Discontinuity Approach” published in British Journal of
Political Science, 1.000AC

09/2018 - 12/2018 Research grant, WZB World Merit Fellowship for a visiting research
stay at the University of Essex, Department of Government, 6.000AC

03/2018 Workshop grant, KOSMOS Workshops for organizing the 2018 Eu-
ropean Graduate Network Conference in Berlin (with Bernhard Weßels
and Silvia von Steinsdorff), 7.200AC

07/2013 - 12/2013 Travel Grant, German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD)
Fellowship for studying one semester at New School University, New
York (declined)

Academic service

11/2016 - 03/2020 Junior representative of the Berlin Graduate School of Social Sciences
European Graduate Network

Member European Political Science Association
Midwest Political Science Association

Panel Chair The Manifesto Project User Conference 2019
ECPR General Conference 2019

Organized The Manifesto Project User Conference 2019, WZB Berlin
European Graduate Network Conference 2018, BGSS, Berlin

Reviewer for American Journal of Political Science, Journal of Politics, Comparative
Political Studies, European Journal of Political Research, West Euro-
pean Politics, Electoral Studies, Party Politics, Government & Opposi-
tion, Politics & Governance, Journal of Social Policy, Australian Journal
of Political Science

Public Outreach

Newspaper

2020 A Far-Right Warning From Germany. Mainstream parties need to con-
sider broader coalitions if they want to avoid partnering with the extreme
right, The Atlantic.

2019 ’Yes to Europe, No to Europe’: How a German Satirical Party Ended
Up in the European Parliament, Haaretz.

mentioned in CNN, Guardian, Washington Post, World Economic Forum, Augsburger
Allgemeine
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https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2020/02/germany-afd-angela-merkel-thuringia/606541/
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2020/02/germany-afd-angela-merkel-thuringia/606541/
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2020/02/germany-afd-angela-merkel-thuringia/606541/
https://www.haaretz.com/world-news/.premium.MAGAZINE-how-a-german-satirical-party-ended-up-in-the-european-parliament-1.7542680
https://www.haaretz.com/world-news/.premium.MAGAZINE-how-a-german-satirical-party-ended-up-in-the-european-parliament-1.7542680
https://edition.cnn.com/2019/10/22/opinions/marie-yovanovitch-launches-insurrection-hunt/index.html
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2019/may/14/why-copying-the-populist-right-isnt-going-to-save-the-left
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2019/09/04/why-germany-europe-cant-afford-accommodate-radical-right/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/03/why-women-need-to-be-included-in-peace-talks-and-what-happens-when-they-re-not/
https://www.augsburger-allgemeine.de/politik/Sie-sprach-als-erste-Frau-in-einem-deutschen-Parlament-id53529471.html
https://www.augsburger-allgemeine.de/politik/Sie-sprach-als-erste-Frau-in-einem-deutschen-Parlament-id53529471.html


Blogposts

2019 Popular populists: Do anti-establishment voters stick with populist par-
ties after they enter the mainstream? (with Aiko Wagner), LSE EU-
ROPP Blog & WZB Democracy Blog

2018 Radical Right Success and Mainstream Parties’ Anti-Immigrant Policy
Shifts (with Tarik Abou-Chadi), Democratic Audit UK & WZB Democ-
racy Blog

Podcasts

2019 Rechtspopulisten nach der Europawahl 2019, WZB Democracy Podcast

2018 Populistische Wähler (with Aiko Wagner and Marcus Spittler), WZB
Democracy Podcast

Invited Talks

2019 Regression Discontinuity Designs (Research Seminar - Empirical Social
Research), Humboldt University Berlin, Berlin

2019 Populism: Characteristics, Challenges, Counter-Strategies; 16. Interna-
tional Futures Program (German Council on Foreign Relations - DGAP),
Federal Foreign Office Germany, Berlin

Additional Training

07/2017 ECPR Summer School in Methods and Techniques
Central European University Budapest
Course “Python Programming for Social Scientists”
Course “Introduction to Manual and Computer-Assisted Content Anal-
ysis”

09/2016 26th ECPR Summer School on Political Parties
University of Nottingham

07/2014 ECPR Summer School in Methods and Techniques
Univerza v Ljubljani
Course “Event History and Survival Analysis”

03/2013 WZB Berlin Social Science Center
Two-day workshop
Course “Analyzing Time-Series Cross-Sectional Data”

07/2012 Fulbright Summer School “America in the 21st Century”
Free University Berlin
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https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/europpblog/2019/08/13/popular-populists-do-anti-establishment-voters-stick-with-populist-parties-after-they-enter-the-mainstream
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/europpblog/2019/08/13/popular-populists-do-anti-establishment-voters-stick-with-populist-parties-after-they-enter-the-mainstream
https://democracy.blog.wzb.eu/2019/05/29/populistisches-wahlverhalten-und-etabliertheit/
http://www.democraticaudit.com/2018/07/24/radical-right-success-and-mainstream-parties-anti-immigrant-policy-shifts/
https://democracy.blog.wzb.eu/2018/07/17/radical-right-success-and-mainstream-parties-anti-immigrant-policy-shifts/
https://democracy.blog.wzb.eu/2018/07/17/radical-right-success-and-mainstream-parties-anti-immigrant-policy-shifts/
https://soundcloud.com/user-288673537/rechtspopulisten-nach-der-ep
https://soundcloud.com/user-288673537/populistische-wahler-mit-aiko-wagner-werner-krause-marcus-spittler


Skills and Languages

Software • R (advanced)
• Latex (advanced)
• Markdown (advanced)
• Python/Django (basic)
• Stata (basic)
• Git (basic)
• VBA - Microsoft Access (basic)
• SQL (basic)

Language • German (native language)
• English (TOEFL result: 112/120)
• Spanish (CEFR: B2)
• French (CEFR: A2)

Conferences

09/2019 ECPR General Conference
Uniwersytet Wroc lawski

06/2019 EPSA Annual Conference
Belfast

04/2019 European Graduate Network Conference
London School of Economics

09/2018 DVPW General Conference
Goethe Universität Frankfurt am Main

08/2018 ECPR General Conference
Universität Hamburg

07/2018 DVPW – Standing Group “Political Parties”
Berlin

06/2018 EPSA Annual Conference
Wien

03/2018 European Graduate Network Conference
Berlin Graduate School of Social Sciences

09/2017 ECPR General Conference
Universitetet i Oslo

03/2017 European Graduate Network Conference
Universitat Pompeu Fabra Barcelona

12/2015 Workshop “The Changing Meaning and Future of Elections”
WZB Berlin Social Science Center
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